YNadison County JZoard of Developmental Disabilities

The MHladison Express

Since 2000

Volume |1, Issue 4 April 2010

Levy Renewal Vote Approaching May 4

On Tuesday, May 4th, Madison County Residents will be asked to show their support for
programs sponsored by the Madison County Board of Developmental Disabilities.

This is a renewal of a levy originally passed in 1995.

From Fairhaven School programs to Special Olympics, the
individuals served by the Madison County Board of DD are great citizens
of Madison County.

Local dollars are essential to continue to provide services to all of
the individuals who need those

B 22 e services.
' Levy Committee volunteers
i \ have been working hard to prepare for
. /the levy. In the weeks prior to May 4
~"the voters of Madison County will be
receiving a brochure detailing the Board’s services and provides
information regarding the levy. \
Most importantly — please vote. We ask for your=. -
continued confidence and support when you vote on May 4.

Tigers win State Title

Members of the
winning Tigers are
(front, left) Mia Comer,
Thomas Cunningham,
Jessica Wiggins,
Dustin Pruitt, Shawn
Stewart, Liam Comer,
(back, left) Jeff Horn,
Taz Hamilton, Paul
Hiles, Terry McClain,
Waymond Harris, and
John David Zeeck.

See story on page 2
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April is National Autism Awareness Month

Press Release — Autism spectrum disorders (ASD) affect individuals differently and to
varying degrees. ASD is defined by a certain set of behaviors. There is usually nothing about how a
person with ASD looks that sets them apart from other people, but they may communicate, inter-
act, behave, and learn in ways that are different from most people.

There is no known single cause for ASD, but increased awareness can help families know
what to look for and how to get help. The earlier an individual is diagnosed, the earlier the individ-
ual can begin benefiting from specialized intervention approaches.

Early signs to help recognize ASD can include — Lack of, or delay, in spoken language ...
Repetitive use of language and/or motor mannerisms (such as hand-flapping or twirling objects) ...
little or no eye contact ... Lack of interest in peer relationships ... Lack of spontaneous or make-
believe play ... Persistent fixation on parts of objects.

The information is courtesy of Ohio’s Interagency Work Group on Autism, Convened by the
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities.

Special Olympics
Tigers Use Teamwork to Earn State Hoop Title

Well-rested and energized, the Tigers catapulted to their third state basketball title in the past eight years with a
57-53 victory March 27 over favored Montgomery County at Hilliard Davidson High School.

The Tigers would be tested to the maximum in the championship game as they found themselves trailing by five
with three minutes left. It was then, Lincoln said, the entire team came together to support the cause. The only thing
working against the Tigers was that Montgomery County had the ball and they were holding it for looked like the last shot
attempt in regulation as the score was tied with 35 seconds remaining.

But then Tiger Dustin Pruitt stole the ball and raced the length of the court for a layup and the go-ahead score.

The Tigers then put pressure on the in-bounds pass, causing the
Cougars to throw the ball right into the waiting arms of Terry
McClain, who dished it ahead to Dustin, who in turn gave it to
Paul Hiles to put the icing on the championship cake.

Taz Hamilton and Thomas Cunningham provided
much-needed defensive support down the stretch.

The Tigers held a 19-18 at the break, with Dustin
scoring half of his game-high 28 points in the first two quarters.

Montgomery County took a 37-34 going into the final
quarter. The Tigers fought back as Jessica Wiggins and Shawn
Stewart each scored six points in the last two stanzas. Waymond
Harris hit a timely long-range three as well. Seven different
Tigers scored points during the game.

As exciting as the championship game was, the
semi-final against Henry County may have even topped that one
for drama. Trailing 18-13 at the half, Lincoln challenged his team
to show the cohesiveness that got them to the Final Four.

The Tigers responded with a 10-point quarter, and
limited Henry County to just a pair of field goals to put Madison
County up by a point going into the final stanza. The play of Paul
in the paint was the difference in the third quarter. Henry County
tied the game at the end of regulation, forcing overtime.

In the extra period, Shawn took over the scoring, racking
up six of his 10 second half points to lead the Tigers.

Although Jeff Horn and John David Zeeck didn’t get
into the final games, they contributed throughout the season.

Friends of Fairhaven
A Sale for a Good Cause

By Vicki Thompson

Friends of Fairhaven’ is going to have a
Relay for Life Team this year. We would like to
invite  anyone that would like to sponsor one of
our members to just let us know.

On Saturday, May 8th, we will be having
a Garage Sale as a fundraiser for the Relay.
Tables will be $10 each to have a spot for your
personal items and you keep the money that you
make. There will be refreshments for breakfast and
lunch available. Gift baskets will be raffled off for
$1.00 per ticket or 5 for $6.00 at the garage sale.
Also, we will have baked goods available to
purchase. We would like to invite everyone to get
a table and set up your own spot. It's an easy way
to get rid of some of your *stuff.” Just let us know
at Fairhaven to reserve your table. We will be
setting up in the parking lot; if it rains, we will be
moving into the gym.

Please come and support our Friends of
Fairhaven Relay for Life Team!!!
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Fairhaven School
Rollin” Along
For Family Fun

Fairhaven School held its
Family Fun Night at Madison
Bowling Lanes on Monday, March
29th. The night was a huge success as
127 people attend for bowling!
Hillary Brown (above) was one of the
many people on hand for this great
event. Healthy snacks were available
from Melonie Fisher and Sue Reeves.
Lexi Evans from the Dept. of Health
was also present with information and
goodies to hand out to our families. The bowling balls were flying up the lanes, families laughed
and everyone had a wonderful time together!

Tiger Bowlers shine in qualifying tournament

————— —

The Madison County Tiger bowling
team rolled their way to several medals and
ribbons in the Special Olympics Area 6 East-
ern Sectional State Tournament, held March
20, 2010 at Mr. Bill’'s High Performance
Bowling Center in Columbus.

First place gold medals were earned by
Heather Burgoon, Brian Goff, and Lois
Sparks.

Capturing second place honors were
Charlie Gildow and David Howard. Earning
third place medals were Willie Artis, Doug
Ball, Kenny Banks, and Ernie Clifford.
Rounding out the scoring fourth (Steve Scott
and Mike Williams), fifth (Ashley Whitelow),
- and sixth (Patty Rose and Jon Weeter) place
~ finishers.

The bowlers practice weekly at Madison
Lanes in London.

The Tigers are coached by Cathy Goff.




Madison County Board of
Developmental Disabilities

Superintendent
Jim Canney
(740) 852-7050
(740) 852-7051 FAX
jcanney@co.madison.oh.us

Organization Services
John LaCivita, Director
(740) 852-7050
jlacivita@co.madison.oh.us

Business
Susan Thompson, Director
(740) 852-7050
sthompson@co.madison.oh.us

Family Support Services
Carol Ansel, Director
(740) 852-7050
cansel@co.madison.oh.us

Children Services
Peg Johnson, Director
(740) 852-7052
pjohnson@co.madison.oh.us

Madison County Board of DD
Monthly Board Update
by Bctsy Doclc]s

e« The Regular Monthly Board Meeting was held Thursday,
March 18, 2010 at the Administrative Office. Board members
attending were Tonya Keaton, Blaine Brockman, Julie Brand, Sue
Mosier and Beverly Headings.

e The Board members were informed that ELLCO (Early Learning
Literacy Classroom Observation) will be observing the preschool
classrooms at Fairhaven on Tuesday, March 23™.

e The Board members approved to participate in the CHIP program
and approved the MATCH funding for this program.

e The Board members were informed that the Organization
Services division has relocated its offices to the former MATCO
Services building and the Family Support Services division has
relocated to the Administrative Office to assist the agency in reducing
costs.

e Through much discussion and committee meetings, the Board
members voted (4-1) to the keep the school age program operational
for another year.

e The next Regular Monthly Board Meeting of the Madison County
Board of DD for the 2010 calendar year will be held Thursday, April
15, 2010 at the Administrative Office.

Our Choice: Living in the Community
FREE Conference for Ohioans with disabilities and family members

Thanks to the generosity of sponsors, a conference about individual choice, programs, services,
resources and supports for living in the community is being offered FREE of charge for Ohioans with

AR

Among the workshop topics planned are HOME Choice, Long-Term Care, Waivers, Transportation,
PAS, Housing, MBIWD, Benefits, Transition Initiatives, Adapting Your Home, Durable Medical
Equipment, and Advocacy Plans.

The conference will include a dinner banquet celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Americans

disabilities and family
members (one per family).
The conference will take
place at Columbus’ Hyatt
Regency Hotel on May 26-
27, 2010.

with Disabilities Act

According to conference materials, the following will be offered to Ohioans with disabilities and

one family member — registration fee, one night hotel lodging (double occupancy), mileage, attendants,
and other accommodations needed for adults with disabilities to participate. Among those accommodations
include — but are not limited to — dietary restrictions, sign language interpreter, and bathroom/shower
adaptations.

Conference registration materials need to be received by May 17, 2010. For more information,
please email axiscenter@aol.com.




