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Madison County well-represented at the
OSDA-PAR Conference in Dublin

They were all in it together. .
The first week in October, several individuals and staff FEee
attended the 2011 OSDA-PAR Conference, held at the Embassy Suites
in Dublin. y
Individuals from Madison County who attended were through
MAP: Madison Advocates for Progress. Some attended one day, two S
days, or all three days of the conference.
The theme — “We’re all in this Together” — emphasized the
importance of people working as one unit to accomplish goals.
Several speakers and activities allowed the people who went to
the conference a chance to learn different ways to speak up for
themselves.
Attending from Madison County were: Rebecca Bell, Bridgett
Gray, Savannah Wilson, Shaundra Sayre, Dale Jones, Debbie Morris,
Sam Elliott, Laura Cotton, and Jay Large. MCBDD staff members |}
Peggy Van Hoose and Jeff Gates also attended. CRSI sent staff people 2
Craig Burns, Judy Coy, and Stan Oliver.
Kicking off the conference was singer/storyteller Peter Leidy,
who entertained the 600-plus person crowd with songs and tales about
everything from behavior support to I0 Waiver
transportation  mileage allotment. Leidy
(pictured with Madison County first-day
attendees) has worked with people with
disabilities since 1983 — with most of those
being done in the state of Wisconsin.

As a teen, Nick Scott was in a terrible
car accident that left him unable to walk. He
then channeled his energy into bodybuilding.
Now Nick (pictured above with Savannah
Wilson) is at the top of both the Wheelchair
Bodybuilding and Wheelchair  Ballroom
Dancing worlds.

Using positive thoughts, Nick thrilled
the audience with his muscles and messages of
motivation. See OSDA, Page 4
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Bridgett sings her way to title

She’s definitely one of a kind. *
Evidently the judges of the recent Circle of | 4
Friends Karaoke Contest agreed as they selected "
Bridgett Gray — and her rendition of Barbara |+ ;
Mandrell’s ‘One of a Kind/Pair of Fools’ — as the % 3
superstar performance in the Fifth Annual Madison A,Qt- <1
County Idol Contest. *
The followmg is a list of the other performers. =
Each name is followed by the song they sang and the |
award they won.
The performers included: Ginny Smalley (‘Roll i = %
Along,” First Runner-Up), Jay Large (‘Canadian &
Rose,” Bluegrass), Marlyn Zeeck (‘Silent Night,’
Classic Gold), Charlie Gildow (‘God Bless America,’
Most Patriotic), Brian Farris (‘White Lightning,” Nash-
ville Star), Paul Hiles (‘He Stopped Loving Her
Today,” Country Star), Mike Ellis (‘I Like It, I Love |
It Country Hip-Hop Star), Rebecca Bell (‘1]
Apologize,” Dixie Street Radio Blues), Dale Jones -
(‘“You’ll Never Walk Alone,” Christian Rock), Lane |
Beekman (‘Mountain Music,” Country Rock Star), |
Sam Elliott (‘Dukes of Hazzard Theme,” Jukebox
Star), Jamie Gordon (‘Butterfly Kisses,” Heart &
Soul), Diane Large (‘Amazing Grace,” Gospel Star),
Keith Farris (‘Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” Original |
Oldies), and Shaundra Sayre (‘I Can Love You Like|
That,” Straight from the Heart).

Larges attend OSD A Regional Meeting

Diane and Jay Large (below) recently represented Madison County for the Ohio Self-Determination

Association (OSDA) Regional Meetlng held at Life Care Alliance, a branch of the Franklin County Board of

: ’;ﬁi DD. Diane and Jay are both part of Madison

Advocates for Progress (MAP), Madison County’s
advocacy group affiliated with OSDA.

The meeting included discussion of the Self
Empowered Life Funding (SELF) Waiver.
_ Questions included — What do the rules say about
using the SELF Waiver? Where is the ‘power’ to
‘fund’ the supports you need for the °‘life’ you
BC TG (RIS C ; choose? What are the limits?

é‘ ER b There was opportunity for people with

;

LIFECARE
ALLIANCE

WELLNESS SERVICH o _

disabilities and allies to learn about the new SELF
Waiver and share how its power and limits can
= improve quality of life.
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MAP: Madison Advocates for Progress

“Posse’ wranhgles an excited crowd

On Saturday, October 15, close to 100 people
caught Country Western fever thanks to a visit to
Fairhaven School by the band ‘The Posse’ for a MAP
fundraiser.

People spent the evening dancing and
enjoying each other’s company. Those on hand not
only had the opportunity to have their picture taken
with the band, but were also able to get autographs.
Many people bought concert t-shirts for the band to
autograph.

A raffle was
held by Cathy Goff
with many valuable
prizes including a
basket of Ohio State University items, a bear blanket and a jar full of
candy.

A group of close to 30 individuals affiliated with the Fayette
County Board of DD came to enjoy the festivities as well.

Fayette County’s Bethany Stackford joined Madison County’s
own Tom Manning in winning the Country Western costume contest.

Special thanks goes out to Jean Wilson for all of her assistance in
organizing the event.

Pictured are just some of the many people who participated in the
evening (top right, and then clockwise) — Charlie Elliott was the first
one out on the dance floor; Keith and Brian Farris show off their cowboy
hats; The Mannings (Paula, Tom and Nancy) pose for a photo with some
of the band members, and Brian Goff and Lois Sparks enjoy a slow song.
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Monthly Board Updates
Superintendent By Brenda Fitch
Jim Canney
a 4(07)43;5_5720'57{);(2)( e The Madison County Board of DD’s Regular Monthly Board
jcanney@co.madison.oh.us meeting was held Thursday, Sept. 15, 2011 at the Administrative
Office. Board members attending were Tonya Keaton, Julie Brand,
Organization Services Mary Hopkins, Sue Mosier and Blaine Brockman.
JOhn(?f(gl;;t;_’7]3;Becm e A Personnel/Finance and Future Planning Committee meeting
jlacivita@co.madison.oh.us has been scheduled for October 13™ at 4 p.m. at the Administrative
Office.
Susan Th]:zls:)'s‘zis Director e The Board approved to pay fees as§ociated with the 28™ Annual
(740) 8527050 Convention for Board Members attending.

sthompson@co.madison.oh.us e The Board approved paying the 2012 OACB membership fees.
e The Board nominated Blaine Brockman as Trustee of the South

Family Support Services :

Carol Ansel, Director Central Region of OACB. . ' .
(740) 852-7050 e The Board approved to enter into Service Agreements with

cansel@co.madison.oh.us Madison-Plains, London City, West Jefferson, Jonathan Alder and
Children Servi Hilliard City Schools.

1udren Irvi . .

Mike Ma:t, SEPZ:ffsor e The next Regular Monthly Board Meeting will be. held on
(740) 852-7052 Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. at the Administrative

mmast@co.madison.oh.us Office.

OSDSA, from Page 1

Nick and his wheelchair ballroom dancing partner Aubree Marchione gave a well-received
demonstration of some of their award-winning dance routines.

Doctors told Nick he would never walk again.
During his presentation, he walked a few steps. Later in
the day, he hopped out of his chair when he challenged
Jay Large to a push-up contest. A truly inspirational story
of determination.

Also on day two, attendees got a visit from the
real-life dating doctor.— David Coleman (pictured with
Rebecca Bell). The movie ‘Hitch’ was based on David’s
life in helping people with their relationships.

Thursday evening included an opportunity to meet
people from around the state at the social gathering. Sam
Elliott proved he’s not only a good Wii bowler, but a
pretty fine dancer as well. Everyone who went made a
point during the day of meeting new people.

Other programs attended included — Long Term
Planning for Transition, Self-Empowered Life Funding
(SELF) Waiver), Making the ISP an Individual Success
Plan, and Words of Self-Advocates Across Ohio.




