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INFORMATION ON LAWS PERTAINING TO “PIT BULL DOGS”

Ohio revised Code Section 955.11 defines “a breed of dog commonly known as a Pit Bull” as a vicious dog. To fairly
and impartially enforce sections 955.22 D and E of the Ohio Revised code, we must have a reasonable knowledge of
what type of dog the term “a breed of dog commonly known as a Pit Bull” references.

For enforcement purposes, the term “a breed of dog commonly known as a pit bull” refers to any of the following:
1. An American Pit Bull Terrier ( Registered by the United Kennel Club).

A Staffordshire Bull Terﬁér (Registered by the American Kennel Club).

An American Staffo'rdshire Terrier ( Registeréd by the American Kennel Club).

4. An American Bulldog ( Registered by the American Bulldog Association and the National Kennel Club).
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Any other pure bred or mixed breed dog whose appéarance and physical characteristics are predominately those of
any of the breeds listed above or a combination of the dog breeds listed above.
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The Ohio attorney General has ruled that any person charged with the enforcement of 955.11 and 955.22 is qualified to
identify Pit Bulls, as long as that identification is reasonable (OAG No, 89-091)

“The term “a breed of dog commonly known as a Pit Bull” is not so vague as to be unconstitutional, since these types
of dogs possess unique and readily identifiable physical and behavioral traits that are capable of being recognized by
people of ordinary intelligence and by enforcement personnel” (State v. Anderson, 57 OS3d168,566NE2d 1224; State .
v. Ferguson, 57 0S3d176,566 NE2d 1230)

. A person who owns, keeps or harbors this type of dog must comply with the following confinement, insurance, and
transfer of ownership laws: o

CONFINEMENT ON OWNER'S PROPERTY-OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 955.22 D

All Pit Bull dogs must be kept in a locked fenced yard (locks on all fence gates), a locked dog pen that has a top, or
some other locked enclosure that has a top (such as inside a locked house). If a Pit Bull is being walked off of the
owner's property, it must be on a chain link leash that is not more than six (6) feet long, and a responsible person of
suitable age and discretion must be controlling the dog. The dog's license tag must also be displayed at all times. Ifa
Pit Bull is improperly confined or does not have a current license tag, Animal Control may have the legal authority to
remove the dog from the premises.

LIABILITY INSURANCE REQUIREMENT-OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 955.22 E
The owner, keeper or harborer of any Pit Bull must maintain a liability insurance policy of at least one hundred
thousand dollars ($100,000.00) to provide coverage in the event of damage, bodily injury, or the death of a person.

Both of the offenses listed above are first-degree misdemeanor criminal offenses. If found guilty of either
charge, the violator faces maximum penalties of six months in Jjail and a $1,000.00 fine for each offense. A
second offense for failure to properly confine is a fourth degree felony which can resuit in six to eighteen
months in jail and a $5,000.00 fine. You can also be charged with a fourth degree felony on a first offense if your
Pit Bull either kills another dog or causes serious injury to a person.

TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 955.11

Whenever a Pit Bull or a vicious dog is transferred to a new owner, the previous owner must provide to the buyer or
other transferee, the board of health for the district in which thé buyer or other transferee resides, and the dog warden
of the county in which the buyer or other transferee resides, a completed copy of a written form describing the dogs
propensities (the form is available free at our office). Failure to properly transfer to a new owner is a minor
misdemeanor, which carries a fine of $100.00 for each offense.
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